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A Rough Guide to  
Filming in Ireland

The Irish Film Commission
Promoting Ireland as a Film Location





Introduction

World class film and television drama is made in Ireland year after year.

Recent international film titles made in Ireland include Rodrigo Garcia’s, Albert 
Nobbs, starring Glenn Close, Steven Soderbergh’s Haywire, starring Michael 
Douglas, Paolo Sorentino’s This Must be the Place starring Sean Penn, James 
Mather’s/Stephen St Leger’s Lockout, starring Guy Pearce and Ek Tha Tiger, a major 
Bollywood Production directed by Kabir Khan, starring Salman Khan.

Television drama made in Ireland include Camelot for Starz, Primeval for ITV, 
Treasure Island for Sky1, Neverland for Sky Movies and Titanic: Blood and Steel for RAI.

Whilst most of these titles filmed in Ireland, many also took advantage of  
Ireland’s growing CGI and VFX capabilities and carried out post production too.

Ireland’s success is built on talented Irish producers, directors, writers, cast,  
crew and service providers, backed by consistent Irish government support  
and a tax incentive for film and television worth up to 28%.

Bord Scannán na hÉireann/the Irish Film Board (IFB) is the national development 
agency for the Irish film industry investing in talent, creativity and enterprise.  
The agency supports and promotes the Irish film industry. 

The Irish Film Commission, a part of the IFB, with offices in Dublin and 
Los Angeles, promotes Ireland internationally as a location for film and television 
production. We also provide information, advice, introductions and logistical 
support to Irish and international filmmakers during the development and 
production process.

This Rough Guide to Filming in Ireland will answer some of your questions 
about the Irish film industry, but nothing beats face to face contact, so please 
get in touch to arrange a meeting in Dublin, Los Angeles, or at any one of the 
international annual events which we attend.

We look forward to meeting you.
 
Naoise Barry 
Irish Film Commissioner 
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The tudors 
(season 1–4)

Directed by 
Ciaran Donnelly, Brian Kirk,
Dearbhla Walsh,  
Colm McCarthy

filmed on Location in 
Wicklow and dublin

GLENDALOUGH, WICKLOW
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THE IRISH FILM COMMISSION 
CLIENT SERVICES

The Irish Film Commission’s Dublin office supports both Irish and  
overseas filmmakers. We provide a wide range of services including: 

•	 General industry advice 
•	 Information about Irish financial incentives 
•	 Networking Events 
•	 Co-ordinated “Fam” Tours
•	 An online locations gallery 
•	 An online crew and services directory 
•	 An Irish production company search facility 
•	 Access to the Network of Regional Film Offices 
•	 The support of The FILM DUBLIN Partnership 
•	 Discretionary scouting and recce support
•	 Special corporate hotel rates at 5*, 4* and 3* level

Our U.S. office promotes Ireland to the North American industry. 
Its services include: 

•	 Information about the Irish film industry and tax incentives with the aim  
of attracting feature film and television drama to locate in Ireland

•	 Support for Irish producers, directors, writers and actors, accessing  
and doing business in Los Angeles 

Providing impartial advice and assistance

Ensuring a film-friendly environment for 
visiting filmmakers





“�Irish Producers are extremely versatile. 
They combine creative, financial and 
production knowledge and have an excellent 
reputation in the International co-production 
marketplace. With extensive experience  
in many genres, Irish Producers can offer  
a reliable, flexible and business-like 
approach to any co-production. ” 
 
Barbara Galavan, CEO, Screen Producers Ireland
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YOUR IRISH CO-PRODUCER
 

With over 140 member companies, Screen Producers Ireland (SPI) is the 
representative body for independent film, television and animation producers.

You require an Irish co-producer in order to access the Irish tax incentive for  
film and television, Section 481. In addition to handling the tax deal, your Irish  
co-producer can advise you on other sources of finance. They can manage all  
stages of the production process including budgeting, scouting, scheduling,  
casting, crewing and post production. 

For more information about how to find a co-producer contact  
locations@irishfilmboard.ie, or alternatively go to www.screenproducersireland.com 
and check their production company A-Z listing.



Sources of Irish Finance

There are a variety of potential funding sources in Ireland 
The main ones are listed below

Your Irish co-producer can advise on which may be available to you

THE “SECTION 481” TAX INCENTIVE
The Irish tax incentive for film and television, called Section 481, can contribute  
up to 28% of a projects qualifying expenditure. See page 10 for more details or visit 
www.irishfilmboard.ie for current guidelines. 

IRISH FILM BOARD PRODUCTION & DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
Ireland’s National Screen Agency supports Irish filmmaking from script to screen.  
Visit www.irishfilmboard.ie and read through the “IFB Funding Programmes” 
section for information about current funding schemes. 

EURIMAGES
Ireland is a member of the Council of Europe’s production support fund, EURIMAGES. 
The fund supports production of feature films, documentaries and animated films that 
are intended for cinematographic exhibition and are co-productions between at least 
two member states. For more information, contact our Industry Affairs Executive, 
Patrick O’Neill, at patrick.oneill@irishfilmboard.ie. 

RTÉ
RTÉ is Ireland’s Public Service Broadcaster. To find out more about the commissioning 
process visit www.rte.ie/commissioning/rtedrama.html 

TV3
TV3 is Ireland’s commercial free-to-air television broadcaster. Visit www.tv3.ie for 
more information. 

The Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) – Sound and Vision 
The Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) is an independent regulator for radio and 
television broadcasters in Ireland. The Sound and Vision fund which is administered 
by the BAI provides support to high quality programmes on Irish culture, heritage and 
experience, and programmes to improve adult literacy. For information about this fund 
visit www.bai.ie/funding_sound_vision.html



Albert Nobbs  

Directed by 
Rodrigo Garcia  

filmed on Location in
Dublin

PS I Love You  

Directed by 
Richard LaGravenese 

filmed on Location in
Dublin, Wicklow and Galway

Connemara, Galway / PHOTO: Liam Blake

Ha’penny bridge, Dublin
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“Section 481” 
THE IRISH TAX INCENTIVE FOR FILM AND TELEVISION

What is Section 481?
Section 481 is a tax incentive for film and television made in Ireland.

What type of projects qualify?
The incentive applies to Feature Film, Television Drama, Animation (feature film and 
television) and Creative Documentary.

How much is the Section 481 benefit worth?
Projects can derive a benefit of up to 28% of their qualifying expenditure.

What constitutes qualifying expenditure?
The benefit is based on the cost of EU cast and crew working in Ireland, and goods and 
services purchased in Ireland, up to a maximum value of 80% of the global budget.

When is it paid?
The Section 481 net benefit is made available to the production on the first day 
of principal photography or on the financial closing of the film. The incentive is 
guaranteed until December 2015.
 
Is there a cap on the amount of Section 481 that can be raised?
Yes, there is a ceiling of 250m on qualifying expenditure per project. 

Explain how it works from the foreign producer point of view?
The foreign producer must team up with a local Irish co-producer. The Irish  
co-producer applies to the Irish Revenue Commissioners for a Section 481 certificate.  
The issuance of this certificate allows the Section 481 finance to be raised.

The certificate will stipulate various conditions such as: the maximum amount of 
Section 481 finance which can be raised, the identity of crew, the number of trainees, 
etc. The Irish co-producer is responsible for compliance with all the conditions of  
the certificate.

The Irish co-producer provides the full range of production services including locations 
scouting, scheduling, budgeting, casting, crewing and takes full responsibility for all 
production services carried out in the State throughout the life-span of the production.

Visit www.irishfilmboard.ie for up-to-date information and guidelines.
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HAYWIRE

“�Visually arresting locations that haven’t 
been overused in movies? Check.  
Highly skilled and experienced crews? Check. 
Financial incentive program that actually 
works? Check.   
Fond memories and great footage? Check.  
In other words, if you’re a filmmaker,  
Ireland rocks.” 
 
Steven Soderbergh, Director, Haywire



IRELAND AND INTERNATIONAL  
CO-PRODUCTION

Ireland: A Unique Co-production Partner
Ireland’s competitive tax incentive, experienced talent base, and distinctive yet adaptable 
landscapes make Ireland a unique and valuable co-production partner. Ireland has co-
produced with almost every European territory, as well as Canada and Australia, and has 
a wealth of experienced co-producers across all forms of film, television, and animation.

WHAT CO-PRODUCTION AGREEMENTS ARE IRELAND PARTY TO?
Ireland is a party to the European Convention on Cinematographic Co-production 
which enables co-production of feature films amongst members of the EU and some 
EEA states. Ireland also has bi-lateral co-production agreements with Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and Luxembourg.

What type of projects do the co-production agreements cover?
The European Convention on Cinematographic Co-production covers feature film 
production (live-action, animation and documentary). Ireland’s bi-lateral treaties cover 
feature film, television production and other forms of digital production.

What are the benefits of certifying as an official co-production?
If a project is certified as an official co-production, it confers national status of all 
the co-production territories to the relevant production. The production can then 
benefit from other local territory benefits such as broadcast licence fees, access to 
tax incentives, regional subsidies and the local distribution market. Ireland is also a 
member of Eurimages, the European co-production fund, which has an annual budget 
of over 220m available.

Are there any limits on financial or creative contributions?
If the official Irish co-production is bi-lateral, the minimum contribution of a territory 
is 20%, with the maximum being 80%. If it is a multi-lateral co-production under 
the European Convention, then the minimum contribution needs to be 10%, with the 
maximum being 70%.

How do I find information on Irish co-producers?
The Irish Film Board can assist in partnering you with a suitable co-producer. Visit 
the Irish Co-producers search facility on www.irishfilmboard.ie or alternatively visit 
Screen Producers Ireland website www.screenproducersireland.com. 

For more information visit the Financing your Film section on www.irishfilmboard.ie
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Camelot  

Directed by 
Ciaran Donnelly & Various  

filmed on Location in
Wicklow and Dublin

POWERSCOURT HOUSE, WICKLOW



Traditional Farm, Tipperary 

Cobh, Cork 



HUMEWOOD CASTLE,  Wicklow

Henrietta Street, Dublin
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Animation and Digital Media 

Over the past decade, the Irish animation and digital media sectors have flourished, 
with hundreds of people now employed by Irish businesses. Ireland is rightly regarded 
as a world leader with Irish companies creating cutting-edge content for cinema 
screens, television, web, mobile, and games consoles. Irish companies are successfully 
competing for international contracts from the worlds biggest global media companies, 
as well as creating their own original content for the international market. 

Ireland’s animation and digital media sectors are growing both in size and in global 
reputation. Brown Bag Films animated short, Granny O’Grimm’s Sleeping Beauty, and 
Cartoon Saloon’s animated feature film, The Secret of Kells, both secured Oscar-
nominations in 2010. Both companies have recently won European Animation Producer 
of the Year. Galway-based producer, Telegael, is an Emmy Award winner for their work 
on Tutenstein. Boulder Media was Emmy nominated for Foster’s Home for Imaginary 
Friends while CR Entertainment’s teenage drama series Aisling’s Diary won the Tween/
Teens for Best One-Off, Special or TV Movie Category at Kidscreen 2010.

For a more complete list of producers from the animation and digital media sectors, 
refer to www.screenproducersireland.com, www.animationireland.com or search 
our Co-Producers database at www.irishfilmboard.ie. 

“�The Oscar nomination for ‘The Secret of 
Kells’ was the cherry on the cake for us 
after a whirlwind year of festivals and 
awards. It also was a great showcase 
for the amazing success story of Irish 
animation in general. Irish audiences can 
be justifiably proud of Irish Film these 
days. We have a strong and vibrant industry 
creating world class content for Irish and 
international audiences.” 
 
Tomm Moore, Director, The Secret of Kells 



GRANNY O’GRIMM’S SLEEPING BEAUTY

the secret of kells

granny o’Grimm’s sleeping Beauty
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PRIMEVAL

“�The opportunity to shoot a diverse crop of 
fabulous urban and rural locations such  
as  castles, sea and coast; the historical 
dublin quarter and the unique Irish 
countrySIDE coupled with drawing on the 
huge experience of Irish crew and cast alike 
makes the prospect of filming and post-
producing in Dublin a fantastic opportunity.” 
 
Tim Bradley, Producer, Primeval



18/19

POST PRODUCTION, CGI and VFX
 

The ‘Section 481’ tax incentive for film and television contributes up to 28% of your 
expenditure on Irish post production, CGI and VFX. Therefore, it makes financial sense 
to not only film in Ireland but to post produce here too. Production budgets for post 
production can of themselves be very substantial so it is worth looking at Ireland to 
carry out post – even if shooting has happened elsewhere.
 
Ireland’s post sector offers value, excellent service and top talent. Film and TV drama 
recently posted in Ireland include The Silence for BBC1, The Take for Sky 1, Primeval for 
ITV1 and ProSieben and John Michael McDonagh’s feature film, The Guard.
 
Ireland’s CGI and VFX capabilities in high end feature film and television drama are 
growing, driven by major international contracts won by WindmillVFX and Screen Scene 
Post Production. Screen Scene credits include Game of Thrones for HBO. WindmillVFX 
recent credits include Haywire for Relativity Media and Lockout for EuropaCorp.

For further information on Ireland’s post production and VFX capabilities visit the 
Filming in Ireland section of www.irishfilmboard.ie



FILM STUDIOS

Permanent Facilities

Ardmore Studios 
24km south of Dublin, the studios are perfectly placed to draw a large local cast and 
crew base, as well as being close to both urban and rural film locations. The largest  
of five stages is 15,000sq ft. Visit www.ardmore.ie

Ballyhenry Film Studios
Construction of Ballyhenry Studios is nearing completion and is set to open in 2012. 
Located 37km south of Dublin in County Wicklow, the facility has a large local cast 
and crew base, is close to both urban and rural film locations, and is also within 
60 minutes drive of Dublin International Airport. The largest of its three stages is 
28,400sq ft, with the other two measuring 13,500sq ft and 13,500sq ft each. Contact 
locations@irishfilmboard.ie for the latest on this new facility.

Studio Solas 
This fully equipped professional studio facility is located in Galway offering excellent 
facilities with access to an experienced, well trained local crew base. The larger of  
two stages is 8,000sq ft. Visit www.studiosolas.com 

TEMPORARY Facilities

Film and television drama projects regularly use industrial sites to house their 
production offices and for set building. The mini-series, Neverland, for Sky Movies, 
used sound-proofed freezer warehousing in Dublin in 2010. The facility has 2 stages, 
both of which are over 35,000sq ft. 
 
Contact locations@irishfilmboard.ie for a listing of temporary facilities. 
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“�At one point we were thinking of filming 
in Hungary, eastern Germany, Montreal in 
Canada. We’ve been all over the place but  
I’m really happy that we’re here in Ireland.” 
 
Glenn Close, Writer, Producer, Actress: Albert Nobbs

Albert Nobbs



“�My team regularly used the online locations 
gallery during prep on ‘Harry Potter and 
the Half Blood Prince’.  It is a fantastic 
resource.  The Irish Film Commission were 
always on hand to answer any questions  
we had about filming in Ireland.” 
 
Sue Quinn, Location Manager, Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince

HARRY POTTER AND THE  
HALF BLOOD PRINCE    

Directed by 
David Yates  

filmed on Location in
Clare AND KERRY

Cliffs of moher, Co. Clare
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OUR ONLINE DATABASES

Our industry databases are FAST, FREE and FULL of the information  
you need as you prepare to film in Ireland. This online resource  
is the largest in Ireland. We cover the 26 Counties in the Republic  
of Ireland and are online 24/7. 

LOCATIONS GALLERY
Our online Locations Gallery provides “self-service” web access to location 
photographs from across Ireland. The system contains 2000 film locations, and it 
only takes a minute to REGISTER your project and get full access to our database of 
over 30,000 photographs. We don’t charge location owners to list on the system and 
the database is FREE to use. If you have an interesting international film or television 
drama in development and you can’t find what you need, we may be able to assign a 
location manager to scout on your behalf, but first you will need an Irish co-producer.

IRISH PRODUCTION COMPANY SEARCH Facility
Are you looking for an Irish co-producer with a track record that means they have the 
experience to co-produce with you? Our online Irish Co-Producers database provides a 
searchable directory of Irish based production companies with contact details and full 
credit lists. Use a variety of search criteria to find Irish companies that have produced 
content  similar to the projects you may have in development. 

CREW AND SERVICES DIRECTORY 
The Crew and Services Directory provide you with an up-to-date listing of local Irish 
crew, services and facilities.

Search our industry databases at www.irishfilmboard.ie



THE FILM DUBLIN LEAD PARTNERS ARE:

THE FILM Dublin ASSOCIATE MEMBERS ARE:
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THE FILM DUBLIN PARTNERSHIP

The FILM DUBLIN Partnership ensures that Ireland’s capital city remains an attractive 
base for local and international film and television production. The network provides 
an opportunity for consultation, coordination and communication on complex film and 
television projects that are in need of multiple agency assistance. 

The Irish Film Commission co-ordinates the 31 members in this network to provide 
logistical support to production occurring in Dublin. 

Contact us at locations@irishfilmboard.ie for more information.

“�During the Irish shoot of Steven Soderbergh’s 
film ‘Haywire’, The FILM DUBLIN Partnership 
were a hugely important and extremely 
positive component of the production.  
 
They were a vital conduit with regard to 
dealing with the various city agencies, 
providing a very important framework that 
allowed the production to access the city.” 
 
Peter Conway, Location Manager, Haywire
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NETWORK OF REGIONAL FILM offices

There are 21 regional film 
offices within the Republic of 
Ireland. This Network has the 
local knowledge required to 
support both local Irish and 
visiting filmmakers. 

Contact a member of the NRFo by visiting 

www.irishfilmboard.ie/regional.offices.php

Counties shaded in pink 
indicate a region where 
there is a local film contact
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A shine of rainbows 

Directed by 
Vic sarin

filmed on Location in
Donegal



SOME INDUSTRY GUILDS and ASSOCIATIONS

Animation Ireland 
Provides details and current news about some of  
Ireland’s leading animation companies. Visit  
www.animationireland.com for more information. 

Irish Playwrights and Screen Writer’s Guild
The Irish Playwrights and Screen Writer’s Guild (IPSG)  
is the representative body in Ireland for writers for the 
stage, screen, radio and digital media. To find out  
more about the role of the IPSG visit www.script.ie 

Screen Producers Ireland
Screen Producers Ireland (SPI) is the representative 
organisation for production companies in Ireland  
operating in the areas of broadcast, film and animation.  
Visit www.screenproducersireland.ie for more information. 
 
Screen Directors Guild of Ireland
The Screen Directors Guild of Ireland (SDGI) is the 
representative body for directors involved in the  
Irish and international audiovisual industry.  
www.sdgi.ie provides information about the role 
and function of this guild. 



Dungaire castle, galway

the customs house, dublin

The Guard   

Directed by 
John Michael McDonagh 

filmed on Location in
Galway
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Haywire 

Directed by 
Steven Soderbergh 

filmed on Location in
Dublin and Wicklow



Irish HQ	U .S. Office
The Irish Film Board	 8285 Sunset Blvd, Suite 2
14-16 Lord Edward Street 	 West Hollywood, CA 90046
Dublin 2 	 USA
Ireland  
+ 353 (0) 91 561 398	 + 1 (323) 654 3252
locations@irishfilmboard.ie	 jonathan.loughran@irishfilmboard.ie 
www.irishfilmboard.ie	 www.irishfilmboard.ie	 

Staff

Film Commissioner
Naoise Barry
naoise.barry@irishfilmboard.ie 

Deputy Film Commissioner 	 SVP Irish Film Commission U.S.
Mags O’Sullivan	 Jonathan Loughran
mags.osullivan@irishfilmboard.ie	 jonathan.loughran@irishfilmboard.ie

The Irish Film Board is a proud member of the following organisations

OUR CONTACT DETAILS
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