Irish Film Board Minimum Contract Requirements

Underlying Rights Agreements

1. The Producer must be able to demonstrate a clear chain of title including, if required, evidence of receipt of payments for options and option renewals.

2. The grant of rights should include a grant of all rental and lending rights and provision for equitable remuneration.

3. There must be an irrevocable and unconditional waiver of moral rights.

4. The grant of rights should be exclusive for the full period of copyright.  Any reduction in exclusivity must first be approved by the Irish Film Board (“IFB”).
5. All documents must be properly executed and in the case of published works must be accompanied by appropriate publishers’ releases and authors’ certificates in the English and French languages.

6. The agreements must be freely assignable to the IFB.

7. There must be a warranty that the contribution is original to them and does not infringe the rights of any third party.

8. If any rights are withheld they need to be subject to holdbacks approved by the IFB.

9. The grant of rights must be irrevocable and there must be a waiver of injunctive relief for breach by the Producer (or successors in title).

10. No agreement can contain any provision which provides for a reversion on breach, bankruptcy or insolvency.

11. If the work is a stage play then the IFB will require a signed quitclaim from the producers of the original play.

Writer’s Agreement

12. The grant of rights should include a grant of all rental and lending rights and provision for equitable remuneration.

13. There must be an irrevocable and unconditional waiver of moral rights.

14. The agreements must contain a full assignment of copyright throughout the world for the full period of copyright and thereafter in perpetuity.

15. All documents must be properly executed and accompanied by authors’ certificates in the English and French languages.

16. The agreements must be freely assignable to the IFB.
17. There must be a warranty that the contribution is original to them and does not infringe the rights of any third party.

18. If any rights are withheld they need to be subject to holdbacks approved by the IFB.

19. The grant of rights must be irrevocable and there must be a waiver of injunctive relief for breach by the Producer (or successors in title).

20. No agreement can contain any provision which provides for a reversion on breach, bankruptcy or insolvency.

21. If the agreement is governed by the Writers Guild of Great Britain agreement and was an original screenplay then there must be a waiver of the reversionary rights under the WGGB agreement.

22. The writers must grant all rights to use their names, likenesses and biographies in the advertising, promotion, publicity and exploitation of the Film.
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