Regional Support Funding
Application Guidelines 
Note that although revisions were made to the guidelines for this type of funding at the start of this year BSÉ/IFB has now taken the decision to adopt an entirely fresh approach.  The new guidelines set out here are effective from 1st March 2010.
BSÉ/IFB’s Regional Support funding aims to incentivise filmmakers to use Republic of Ireland locations outside the Dublin/Wicklow area by helping to offset the costs of utilising goods, services and personnel located outside the country’s main centre of production.  Support is provided to offset production costs incurred by shooting in regional Ireland.

Before reading these detailed guidelines, make sure you have read the entire text of the main website page on which BSÉ/IFB’s Regional Support funding is described.

For an application for Regional Support funding to be considered, the project must already have received a quantified offer of production finance from BSÉ/IFB and must be close to being fully financed.

Before making an application for Regional Support funding you must make personal contact with the BSÉ/IFB’s Deputy Film Commissioner in order to discuss the project and confirm its eligibility.

An offer of Regional Support funding will be valid for a period of two months only.  

Criteria
· Funding is now awarded on the basis of the number of regional shoot days rather than as a percentage of regional spend.  

· A minimum of 25% of all principal photography shooting days in the Republic of Ireland must occur in ROI counties other than Dublin or Wicklow (defined for the purpose of this funding as ‘regions’ or ‘regional areas’).

· The use of local trainees is mandatory: at least two local trainees must be employed on a project in receipt of Regional Support funding.

· Regional Support funding must be applied for in advance of principal photography and cannot be claimed retrospectively.
· Although funding is no longer governed by expenditure, recipients of Regional Support funding will still be required, upon completion of principal photography in regional areas, to complete a questionnaire providing BSÉ/IFB with full details of regional expenditure, as well as of locations and local contacts, goods, services and personnel ultilised for the regional shoot, to enable BSÉ/IFB to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the scheme.
Type and Level of Funding

· Recoupable loan of €7,500 (seven thousand five hundred euros) for every day of principal photography undertaken in regional areas, up to a maximum of €120,000 (one hundred and twenty thousand euros).

· The amount of Regional Support funding to a project cannot exceed 20% of the production loan from BSÉ/IFB to that project.
· BSÉ/IFB’s annual budget allocation for Regional Support is a fixed sum, available to applicants on a first come, first served basis until exhausted.
Application Process
· Following verbal confirmation of a project’s eligibility by the Deputy Film Commissioner, you should make application in writing using the approved form (which can be downloaded from this website) at least four weeks prior to the commencement of principal photography.
· Applications must include all the items listed on the main website page, namely:
Screenplay (dated)

Shooting schedule

List of proposed regional locations including contact details

List of local goods and services providers including contact details

Names of local trainees to be employed including contact details
· Regional Support funding applications will be considered by BSÉ/IFB’s Project Group which comprises the Chief Executive, the Deputy Film Commissioner and IFB Production Executives; decisions require endorsement by BSÉ/IFB’s Board.
· Applications may be made at any time.  Decisions will normally be communicated to applicants within four weeks from the end of the calendar month in which an application is received.
Assessment Considerations

· Likely influence of Regional Support funding on the decision by a production to shoot in Irish regions. 
· Artistic enhancement of the project to be derived from shooting on Irish regional locations.
Recoupment
· Recoupment by BSÉ/IFB of Regional Support funding occurs after recoupment by BSÉ/IFB of its production loan and from the same sources of revenue, and does not include an ‘internal recoupment corridor’ for the producer.
Other Points to Note  

· Daily call sheets and progress reports must be provided to the Deputy Film Commissioner during the whole period of principal photography in the Republic of Ireland.

· Legal and delivery requirements will mirror the requirements of BSÉ/IFB production loans.
· BSÉ/IFB can liaise on behalf of a project with Regional Film Offices, Film Resource Centres, County Development Boards and Colleges to assist in sourcing local labour. 
· Delivery on CD-ROM of all stills of all locations scouted during pre-production (whether used or not in the final film), together with contact information, must be made to BSÉ/IFB at the end of production.

· Additional publicity requirements may attach to Regional Support funding, over and above the requirements of other production funding: producers must keep BSÉ/IFB informed of potential publicity opportunities whilst shooting in Irish regions.
Payment
· Typically 90% of Regional Support funding awarded to a project will be provided upon completion of principal photography undertaken in regional areas and receipt by BSÉ/IFB of:
· all call sheets and progress reports demonstrating that the required number of shoot days were completed in regional areas, and
· the completed Regional Support questionnaire and approval by BSÉ/IFB of the detailed regional expenditure information requested therein.
· The remaining 10% will be provided upon receipt by BSÉ/IFB of all location stills and contact information as set out in the Regional Support funding agreement.
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